The purpose of this study was to examine the current status of patents related to dietary life of the elderly in Korea. Using Korea Intellectual Property Rights Information Service, patents registered between 2002 and 2013 were searched with the key words including 'elderly or the aged' and 'food, meal, or dietary life.' The search results showed 1,438 patents, and 500 patents meeting the research purpose were selected and analyzed. They were divided into two categories: 'patents on foods' and 'patents on products and services related to dietary life.' The former was further divided into four subgroups as follows: foods for health promotion, foods for disease prevention, foods for the people with difficulty in swallowing and masticating, and others. Also, the latter was divided into products or services. The results showed that patents on foods accounted for about 90%, of which the patents on foods for health promotion were ranked as the highest (40%). The number of patents on products and services related to dietary life was relatively small, indicating that the technology development has been focused on foods. Therefore, the technology for products and services related to dietary life should be actively developed as well as that for foods to improve the quality of life for the elderly in the future.
. ․Distylium recemosum extracts for the improvement of memory and cognition ability, prevention delay or treatment of Alzheimer's disease, pharmaceutical composition containing the extracts, functional health supplementary food containing the extracts and method of preparing the extracts ․Composition comprising the extract of Cassiae Semen for treating or preventing cognitive dysfunction ․A beverage composition containing herb medicine extracts and method for preparing the same ․Nutrient composition and composition for prevention/mitigation of digestive tract depression ․A composition for preventing or treating neurological disorder comprising an extract of Punica granatum ․Pharmaceutical or functional foods composition for preventing or treating dementia and improving cognitive ability comprising an extract of Agarum clathratum ․Composition for preventing and treating dementia comprising sesaminol glucosides or extract of sesame containing same ․Pharmaceutical composition and healthy food for preventing or treating diseases associated with inhibiting beta amyloid oligomer or fibril formation comprising a butanol fraction of Ecklonia cava ․Pharmaceutical composition comprising gintonin for prevention and treatment of neurodegenerative disease ․Composition comprising an extract of Nelumbinis Semen for treating and preventing cognitive dysfunction ․Composition for preventing or treating a neurodegenerative disease comprising active ingredients isolated from the stem bark of Vitis vinifera, which has inhibitory effect on BACE-1 ․A composition comprising the extract of Crataegus pinnatifida treating and preventing neuro- 
